Year 8 Autumn 2 Drama Knowledge Organiser
Section 1: Key words
Monologue
An individual speech to the audience.

Duologue
A scene between only two people

Playwright
The person who writes the play.

Script
The play is written as a script where characters names are down the side and what they say.
Stage directions
Often written in bold or italics these are instructions for the actors and are not spoken out loud 
Act
Plays are broken down into Acts. In modern plays this is normally two (Act one and Act two). However in Shakespeare’s plays there could be four Acts!
Scene
Within the Acts are scenes and these split the play into units. They normally end and begin when location changes or action changes.

Section 3: Design and production elements
Staging
Entrances and exists on the stage. Where the actors stand and the audience sight lines.
Set
The backdrop, doors, walls and anything that makes the set but NOT furniture.
Lighting
Illuminating the stage for the actors. These can be spotlights, gobos, flood lights and more.
Sound
Live or recorded sound.

Props/stage furniture
Furniture on stage such as table and chairs and props a character has such as a phone, a book etc…
                    




Section 2. 
Stanislavski
Russian practitioner (person who created a type of theatre). He created a rehearsal system for Actors.

Techniques from Stanislavski’s theory.
The given circumstances: 

-The information an actor is given about a character such as location and what is happening in their lives. 
-This can help develop a character.

Relaxation
-The belief an Actor should be in a natural state before trying to become a character.
Emotion memory

-The belief that no matter what situation your character is in you can use moments from your life to emotionally play them.
Super objectives
The overall goal of the character throughout the play.

Stage directions for just the actor speaking
Stage directions for all the actors in the scene.
Name of character and lines spoken.
Section 4
Writing a Duologue or monologue.
ACT I SCENE 1
Set in 1950’s style diner, “McDenny’s”, in the present day England. BERYL is sitting at the back of a “u” shaped booth. She is tucking into a large burger and reading a gas bill

Enter LYNDA, SUSAN and RODERICK

LYNDA: (speaking to SUSAN and ROD as they make their way over to BERYL)...put your back into it man, I said, use some elbow grease, don’t just tickle it, I want to see my face in it... Hi Beryl...(BERYL hides the burger under the table)
BERYL: Oh hi
SUSAN: (sits at the table at the left side of BERYL) He was doing his best.
ROD: Hi
Homework - 
1) Read/Cover/Write and self-mark the key words and meanings in Section 1 and 2
2) Complete Stanislavski quiz on SMH
3) Learn/Cover/Write and self-mark the design and production elements in Section 3
4) Using the example script in section 4 write your own monologue or duologue.


