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Derek Bentley trial, December 1952
Victim ~ Sidney Mies, poiceman, shot during an atfempied burglany

Acoused
Chrigtopher Craig
16 years old, fired the qun #hat kiled the policeman

Derek Bertiey ~
18 yeare oid, there when the murder fook
place but did not fire the qun, menal age of 10.

Case for prosecution
® Crai fired the qun Bentley chouted “Let him have #°
This makes him joindiy regpongible for fhe murder ag he

encouraged Craig
3 a higtory of eriminality - hag been in youth detention. ﬂ
W Bentley hat a low level of infeligence but wag not ineane

\
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and wag aware of and respongdle for his ackions.
Case for defence
® "Lt him have #” could mean, “Let #he policaman have thequn” There are
questions about whether he really caid it (“"
® Benfley didn't have a weapon. Handed himself over to police :'E
W Beniey has a loarming dieabiity and & mental age of 10 h
Jury
Finds Craig and Bentley quity, recommends mercy for Benfley, ~
Judge's sentence 9
Craigy can't be hanged ae under 18. Sentenced 1o long pricon ferm ,
Bendley i quity of the murder under joint enderprise law”.

Sentenced to death by hanging

Devising from Stimulus

In 1953 Derek Bentley, aged 19, was convicted of the murder of PC Sidney

Miles and sentenced to death. It is the most infamous example of the use of
joint enterprise law. Bentley was found guilty despite neither possessing nor
firing a gun and giving himself to the police without violence. His co-
defendant Christopher Craig, who fired the gun, was too young to be executed
and served only 10 years in prison. The police officer is said to have asked
Craig to hand over the gun and the prosecution case rested on the ambiguous
words he allegedly spoke — ‘Let him have it, Chris’ — interpreted by the court
as an incitement to murder.

Bentley was one of the last men in Britain to be sentenced to the death penalty
and the furore over the case contributed to its abolishment. His conviction was
eventually quashed in 1998, after years of campaigning by his father and sistel

The terrible circumstances of this case were immortalised Capital Role play

in film in a 1991 production taking its title from the famous Punishment Cross Cutting

words ‘Let Him Have It Interrogation Narration
Trial Duologue

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VV2XJDs8FYc Expression

Tension

Miscarriage of

Justice Non- Naturalis

Pc Miles Form and Style
PC Fairfax Verbatim

Campaign Slow Motion
Legacy Thought Track
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Costello captures the
S essence of the pain
- the case caused




