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This term, you will be building  on your reading and writing skills.  You will read and study a fantasy  

novel called ‘Coraline’. This is a story about an adventurous young girl who enters a parallel world and 

demonstrates  bravery and resilience to overcome evil. You will also develop your own descriptive writing 

using your knowledge of the fantasy genre.  

 

Reading Skills 

 Retrieve explicit information from a fiction text 

 Develop inferences  

 Identify specific words and phrases to describe a character  

 Explain the effects of a writer’s choice of language  

 Use quotations and subject terminology to comment on how a writer describes a character.  

 Consider writer’s purpose  

 

Writing Skills  

 Use a range of effective and appropriate vocabulary and imagery in to describe a character. 

  

By the end of Autumn 1, you will know:  

 Features of the fantasy genre (including setting, characters, themes and plots) 

 Key vocabulary related to the genre  

 Character types – protagonist  

 Subject terminology to identify language (adjective, verb, noun, adverb, imagery, simile,  metaphor) 

 The concept of a quotation  

 The concept of tension 

 The purpose of an epigraph 

 The plot of a full-length novel and its key characters, settings and themes. 

 The concept of writer’s purpose 

 

By the end of Autumn 2, you will know:  

 

 Typical villainous characters from the fantasy genre 

 A range of effective vocabulary related to the genre  

 The success criteria for describing a character (adverbs, precise verbs, adjectives, imagery)  
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1. Use your knowledge 

organiser to write out 

the definitions of the 

terminology in section 1  

2. Copy out each word 

and say whether it is 

an adjective or verb:  

Afraid:  

Crept:  

Sinister:  

3. Write down three 

things that you 

learned last lesson.  

4. Explain the  fantasy 

genre in exactly ten 

words. 

5. Think of three 

questions you would 

ask the other mother 

if you met her. 

6. Write out the           

alphabet. Think of a 

word or phrase to do 

with the fantasy genre 

for each letter.  

7. Explain the    

difference between 

the fantasy and    

horror genre.  

8. Learn/cover/write 

and check the       

definitions of five of 

the key words on 

your KO.  

9. Use 3 key words 

from your KO in a 

sentence.  

10. Look back to last  

lesson’s Lesson         

Enquiry. Answer the 

question in two       

sentences.  

11. Think of three 

questions you would 

ask Neil Gaiman if 

you met him.  

12.  Choose five key 

words from your KO 

and spell them          

incorrectly. See if your 

partner can correct 

them.  

13. Explain the story of 

Coraline so far in five 

bullet points.  

14. Think about 

where we are in the 

novel. Give Coraline 

3 pieces of advice 

that she might need.  

15. Write down three 

questions you have 

about the story so far. 

See if your partner can 

answer them. 

16. Explain the     

difference between     

SHOWING and       

TELLING.  

17.  Think of three   

adjectives to describe 

Coraline so far. Explain 

your choices in your 

own words.  

18. What do         

Voldemort and the 

other mother have in 

common? 

19. Imagine there was a 

portal to a parallel world 

at Harrow High. Where 

would it be? Explain your 

choice.  

20. Explain why 

someone should 

read ‘Coraline’ in 

fifteen words.  

Quick starters 

Whilst waiting for your teacher to be ready, choose one of the activities to complete 

in your book. You can complete these in any order.   
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Lesson Enquiry 

What is English at HHS? 

Answer the questions in full sentences 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.What was your favourite subject at primary school and why? 

2.What books did you read in primary school? 

3.What was your favourite book in primary school? 

4.Do you have a favourite author and, if so, why? 

5.Do you read in your own time and, if so, what do you like to read? 

6.What is your favourite genre (e.g. horror) of book? 

7.Do you like writing stories? 

8.Did you read poems in primary school? 

9.Have you ever written a poem and, if so, what was it about? 

10.What sorts of things do you think you will be learning about in English at HHS? 



 6 

11.In English lessons, is there anything that you are worried about? 

12.What do you like to do outside of school? 

13.Is there anything you would like your English teacher to know before they start teaching you? 

In English at HHS,  you can look forward to… 
 

 Studying challenging novels, plays and poems 

 Writing your own poems and stories 

 Read and write speeches, articles and letters 

 Interesting debates and discussions 

 Learning the language of Shakespeare 

 Theatre trips (STOMP, Peter Pan, A Monster Calls, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory) 

 Cinema trips 

 EAL Conversation Club 

 Access to lots of brand new books (come to the English office at lunch and  

         break if you’d like to borrow one) 

The first novel you will study is ‘Coraline’.  
It is a fantasy novel with elements of horror. 

1. Have you ever read Coraline? 

2. Have you ever read a fantasy novel? 

3. Have you ever read a horror novel? 

“This book tells a fascinating and disturbing story that  

frightened me nearly to death” - Lemony Snicket 
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Lesson Enquiry 

What are literary genres and how do we identify them? 

 

Literary genres are categories or types of literature. 

What genres do we know? Discuss as a class and make a list below:  

Literary genres have features. Features help us to identify the type of novel we are reading. 

They might include: 

 Characters 
 Settings 
 Plot devices 
 Types of language 

Look at the front covers of the two novels below. What genres do you think they are? How do you 

know? Discuss in pairs, then as a class.  
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During our class discussion, annotate each image with our notes. 

Full moon is associated 
with werewolves and 
the supernatural  

Genre:  _____________________________ 

Genre:  _____________________________ 
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Genre  Characters Settings  Themes Language  

Horror   

 

 

 

 

   

Science-Fiction   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Complete the table with features of these  genres. 

Read the extract from a novel  below. What genre might it be? How do you know? 

 

The star was classified as an A7 on the Morgan-Keenan system, hotter and brighter than the G2-class star 

which humans had evolved under. At two and a half AUs out, where Zoreia orbited, Nigel Sheldon had to 

wear sunglasses; not even his modified green eyes could cope with the sharper light of his new world’s 

sun. 

He reached the top of a gentle rise, where he could see the lush green of terrestrial grass sweeping out 

across the landscape in all directions. Grass was always the easy part of terraforming a new world. After 

Zoreia’s land had been seed-bombed, the colonists had waited thirty years for the roots and microbes 

and insects and worms and dead leaves to generate a deep enough layer of soil before starting on larger 

plants. Nigel stared at the forests that had spread out across the rumpled ground. Birds flocked among 

the higher branches, their nests safe from the predatory animals that stalked between the trunks. Now 

that the biosphere was complete, they were slowly introducing more sophisticated animals. 

Zoreia was a modest triumph, given that only two hundred and fifty years ago, when the fleet of colony 

starships had come thundering into the star system, it had been an airless, barren rock. They had 

achieved so much, and not just on the planet. Oran and Bourke, two of the huge city habitats, were visi-

ble in the clear topaz sky, orbiting a hundred and  fifty thousand kilometres out, far above the two small 

moons they’d manoeuvred into orbit to create some spectacular tides. 
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Because, but, so… 

This extract could be taken from a science-fiction novel  because…._________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

This extract could be taken from a science-fiction novel, but… ____________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

This extract could be taken from a science-fiction novel, so… _____________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Fantasy genre  

3. What do you already know about the fantasy genre? Mind 

map your ideas below. You can use the prompts at the side 

of the page.  

1. Can you remember who and what the novel, ‘Coraline’ is 

about? 

 

 

2.    Can you remember which genre/s it conforms to? 

Characters? 

Settings? 

Themes? 

Plot lines? 
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1. What is the definition of ‘ literary genre’? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
2. What might we use to identify the genre of a text? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
3. What are some typical characters of the horror genre? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
4. In which genre would you expect to read about a spaceship? 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
5. In which genre might you expect to encounter a ghost? 
 
___________________________________________________ 

Knowledge Review  

Lesson Enquiry 

What are the features of the fantasy genre? 

Remember that ‘genre’ is 

different to ‘form’.  

 

Form give shape to writing 

(play, poem,   novel), but 

genre dictates its contents 

(setting, theme, character, 

plot) 

 

Ask your teacher to explain 

this if you are unsure of the 

difference.  

Watch one trailer  for each of these films based on fantasy novels. Make notes about the types of 

characters, settings and themes of these stories.  

Characters:  

 

Settings:  

 

Themes:  

Characters:  

 

Settings:  

 

Themes:  

Characters:  

 

Settings:  

 

Themes:  
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Genre  Characters Settings  Themes  Language  

Fantasy   

 

 

 

 

 

   

2. Which of these would you NOT expect to see in a fantasy novel? 

 a talking animal 

 a mythical creature 

 a serious detective 

 an old man with magic powers 

1. What can you see in this image? 

 

2. How might you infer that this image is taken from a fantasy novel? 

 

‘The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe’ by C.S. Lewis was written in 1950. It is a story about a group 

of siblings who have been evacuated to a large country house in England during World War Two. 

They step through a wardrobe and discover a fantasy world, where an evil white witch rules the 

land of Narnia, creating a  permanent Winter. The children join forces with Narnia’s true ruler– 

the great lion, ‘Aslan’ to battle the witches army. Lucy, the youngest of the children is the first to 

enter the world of Narnia, where she meets Mr Tumnus, a magical faun. You are about to watch 

and then read this extract from the novel.  

1. Complete the table with the features of the fantasy genre.  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gwuqA1Ys9Zo  

Watch the video and note down anything that happens that suggests this is a fantasy story:  

     

     

    

    

   

 

Read the extract as a class. Don’t forget to make notes as your teacher explains tricky vocabulary etc.  

Looking into the inside, she saw several coats hanging up - mostly long fur coats. There was nothing Lucy liked so 

much as the smell and feel of fur. She immediately stepped into the wardrobe and got in among the coats and 

rubbed her face against them, leaving the door open, of course, because she knew that it is very foolish to shut 

oneself into any wardrobe. Soon she went further in and found that there was a second row of coats hanging up 

behind the first one. It was almost quite dark in there and she kept her arms stretched out in front of her so as 

not to bump her face into the back of the wardrobe. She took a step further in - then two or three steps always 

expecting to feel woodwork against the tips of her fingers. But she could not feel it.  

"This must be a simply enormous wardrobe!" thought Lucy, going still further in and pushing the soft folds of the 

coats aside to make room for her. Then she noticed that there was something crunching under her feet. "I won-

der is that more mothballs?" she thought, stooping down to feel it with her hand. But instead of feeling the hard, 

smooth wood of the floor of the wardrobe, she felt something soft and powdery and extremely cold. "This is very 

queer," she said, and went on a step or two further.  

Next moment she found that what was rubbing against her face and hands was no longer soft fur but something 

hard and rough and even prickly. "Why, it is just like branches of trees!" exclaimed Lucy. And then she saw that 

there was a light ahead of her; not a few inches away where the back of the wardrobe ought to have been, but a 

long way off. Something cold and soft was falling on her. A moment later she found that she was standing in the 

middle of a wood at night-time with snow under her feet and snowflakes falling through the air.  

Lucy felt a little frightened, but she felt very inquisitive and excited as well. She looked back over her shoulder 

and there, between the dark tree trunks; she could still see the open doorway of the wardrobe and even catch a 

glimpse of the empty room from which she had set out. (She had, of course, left the door open, for she knew that 

it is a very silly thing to shut oneself into a wardrobe.) It seemed to be still daylight there. "I can always get back if 

anything goes wrong," thought Lucy. She began to walk forward, crunchcrunch over the snow and through the 

wood towards the other light.  
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minutes she reached it and found it was a lamp-post. As she stood looking at it, wondering why there was a lamp-post in 

the middle of a wood and wondering what to do next, she heard a pitter patter of feet coming towards her. And soon after 

that a very strange person stepped out from among the trees into the light of the lamp-post.  

He was only a little taller than Lucy herself and he carried over his head an umbrella, white with snow. From the waist  

upwards he was like a man, but his legs were shaped like a goat's (the hair on them was glossy black) and instead of feet 

he had goat's hoofs. He also had a tail, but Lucy did not notice this at first because it was neatly caught up over the arm 

that held the umbrella so as to keep it from trailing in the snow. He had a red woollen muffler round his neck and his skin 

was rather reddish too. He had a strange, but pleasant little face, with a short pointed beard and curly hair, and out of the 

hair there stuck two horns, one on each side of his forehead. One of his hands, as I have said, held  the umbrella: in the 

other arm he carried several brown-paper parcels. What with the parcels and the snow it looked just as if he had been 

doing his Christmas shopping. He was a Faun. And when he saw Lucy he gave such a start of surprise that he dropped all 

his parcels.  

"Goodness gracious me!" exclaimed the Faun. 

1.Read the first paragraph. Find a quote that suggests there is something unusual about the wardrobe.  

 

2.Read the second paragraph. Find a quote which makes the reader feel tense.  

 

3.Write down two things you find out about the new place that Lucy has found herself in.  

 

4.Find three adjectives from the fourth paragraph that tell you how Lucy feels.  

 

5.What is unusual about the place that Lucy has arrived in? 

 

6.Find three quotes which describe the Faun’s appearance.  

 

 

7.Summarise the faun’s appearance in your own words.  

 

8.How do you know that the faun was surprised to see Lucy? 

 

Because, but, so… 

This extract is clearly from a fantasy novel because ______________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lucy appears to have no magic powers, but __________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

After walking through the wardrobe, Lucy found herself in another world,  so… _______________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Lesson Enquiry: What are the features 
of the fantasy genre? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

Can you make inferences and select evidence to support these? 

 Knowledge Review  
 
 
1. What characters would you expect to find in a fantasy novel? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
2. What settings would you expect to find in a fantasy novel? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
3. What themes would you expect to find in  a fantasy novel? 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
4. What is the name of the fantasy world that Lucy discovers when she walks through the wardrobe? 
What is this place like? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Who does Lucy meet in this fantasy world? 
 
___________________________________________________ 

A portal is a passage or en-

trance to another world (a    

parallel world) It is  the    

gateway between the real 

world and the other fantasy 

world. In ‘The Lion,  the 

Witch and the Wardrobe’, 

the wardrobe is the portal to  

Narnia.  

 

Do you know any other     

stories with portals in them? 
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Looking into the inside, she saw several coats hanging up - mostly long fur coats. There was nothing Lucy liked so much as the 

smell and feel of fur. She immediately stepped into the wardrobe and got in among the coats and rubbed her face against 

them, leaving the door open, of course, because she knew that it is very foolish to shut oneself into any wardrobe. Soon she 

went further in and found that there was a second row of coats hanging up behind the first one. It was almost quite dark in 

there and she kept her arms stretched out in front of her so as not to bump her face into the back of the wardrobe. She took a 

step further in - then two or three steps always expecting to feel woodwork against the tips of her fingers. But she could not 

feel it.  

"This must be a simply enormous wardrobe!" thought Lucy, going still further in and pushing the soft folds of the coats aside to 

make room for her. Then she noticed that there was something crunching under her feet. "I wonder is that more mothballs?" 

she thought, stooping down to feel it with her hand. But instead of feeling the hard, smooth wood of the floor of the ward-

robe, she felt something soft and powdery and extremely cold. "This is very queer," she said, and went on a step or two fur-

ther.  

Next moment she found that what was rubbing against her face and hands was no longer soft fur but something hard and 

rough and even prickly. "Why, it is just like branches of trees!" exclaimed Lucy. And then she saw that there was a light ahead 

of her; not a few inches away where the back of the wardrobe ought to have been, but a long way off. Something cold and soft 

was falling on her. A moment later she found that she was standing in the middle of a wood at night-time with snow under her 

feet and snowflakes falling through the air.  

Lucy felt a little frightened, but she felt very inquisitive and excited as well. She looked back over her shoulder and there, be-

tween the dark tree trunks; she could still see the open doorway of the wardrobe and even catch a glimpse of the empty room 

from which she had set out. (She had, of course, left the door open, for she knew that it is a very silly thing to shut oneself into 

a wardrobe.) It seemed to be still daylight there. "I can always get back if anything goes wrong," thought Lucy. She began to 

walk forward, crunchcrunch over the snow and through the wood towards the other light. In about ten minutes she reached it 

and found it was a lamp-post. As she stood looking at it, wondering why there was a lamp-post in the middle of a wood and 

wondering what to do next, she heard a pitter patter of feet coming towards her. And soon after that a very strange person 

stepped out from among the trees into the light of the lamp-post.  

He was only a little taller than Lucy herself and he carried over his head an umbrella, white with snow. From the waist upwards 

he was like a man, but his legs were shaped like a goat's (the hair on them was glossy black) and instead of feet he had goat's 

hoofs. He also had a tail, but Lucy did not notice this at first because it was neatly caught up over the arm that held the        

umbrella so as to keep it from trailing in the snow. He had a red woollen muffler round his neck and his skin was rather reddish 

too. He had a strange, but pleasant little face, with a short pointed beard and curly hair, and out of the hair there stuck two 

horns, one on each side of his forehead. One of his hands, as I have said, held  the umbrella: in the other arm he carried several 

brown-paper parcels. What with the parcels and the snow it looked just as if he had been doing his Christmas shopping. He was 

a Faun. And when he saw Lucy he gave such a start of surprise that he dropped all his parcels.  

"Goodness gracious me!" exclaimed the Faun. 

Let’s re-read the extract from last lesson 

Re-read the extract in the blue box.  

1. Who is being described here? 

 

2. Highlight any words or phrases which tell you something about his appearance.  

3. Highlight any words or phrases which tell you something about how he feels.  
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1. What is a quotation?  

2. What do you need to remember when you write a quotation?  

 

3. Label the image of Mr Tumnus with short quotations.  

Quotation  Inference and interpretation  

“A very strange person stepped out from among 
the trees” 

This suggests that Mr Tumnus is a peculiar 
looking character because of the word  
“strange”.  

“...out of the hair there stuck two horns, one on 
each side of his forehead.”  

This emphasises that Mr Tumnus is     

“...when he saw Lucy he gave such a start of   
surprise that he dropped all his parcels.” 

This implies that Mr Tumnus is     

“From the waist upwards he was like a man, but his 
legs were shaped like a goat's” 

This presents Mr Tumnus as a  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  

 Suggests/implies  

 Highlights/emphasises 

Subject Terminology 

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 
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1. Are these inferences and interpretations about Mr Tumnus true or false? 

A. Mr Tumnus is a very ordinary person. ____ 

B. Mr Tumnus seems to be a magical  or mythical creature. ___ 

C. Mr Tumnus seems furious to see Lucy.  ___ 

 

2. What do we mean by a quotation? 

 

3. Next lesson we will be reading from an extract from another fantasy novel, ‘The Wonderful  

Wizard of Oz’. What can you infer about this novel based on these images below?  Note down 

your ideas below:  
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Lesson Enquiry 

Can you use evidence and terminology to develop inferences? 

Knowledge Review  

1. List three features of the fantasy genre (character/setting/theme) 

 

2. What is a portal in fantasy fiction? 

 

3. How could we infer that Mr Tumnus was a fantasy character? 

 

3.  What is a quotation? 

‘The Wonderful Wizard of Oz’ is 

an American children's novel 

written by author L. Frank 

Baum. In the story, a little girl 

named Dorothy and her pet 

dog, Toto, get swept away into 

the Land of Oz by a Kansas    

tornado.  

Look at the image and read the information next to it. How might we be able to infer that this is a fantasy novel? 

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  

 Suggests/implies  

 Highlights/emphasises 
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She was awakened by a shock, so sudden and severe that if Dorothy had not been lying on the soft bed she might have 

been hurt. As it was, the jar made her catch her breath and wonder what had happened; and Toto put his cold little nose 

into her face and whined dismally. Dorothy sat up and noticed that the house was not moving; nor was it dark, for the 

bright sunshine came in at the window, flooding the little room. She sprang from her bed and with Toto at her heels ran 

and opened the door. 

The little girl gave a cry of amazement and looked about her, her eyes growing bigger and bigger at the wonderful sights 

she saw. 

The cyclone had set the house down very gently—for a cyclone—in the midst of a country of marvellous beauty. There 

were lovely patches of greensward all about, with stately trees bearing rich and luscious fruits. Banks of gorgeous flowers 

were on every hand, and birds with rare and brilliant plumage sang and fluttered in the trees and bushes. A little way off 

was a small brook, rushing and sparkling along between green banks, and murmuring in a voice very grateful to a little girl 

who had lived so long on the dry, grey prairies. 

While she stood looking eagerly at the strange and beautiful sights, she noticed coming toward her a group of the queerest 

people she had ever seen. They were not as big as the grown folk she had always been used to; but neither were they very 

small. In fact, they seemed about as tall as Dorothy, who was a well-grown child for her age, although they were, so far as 

looks go, many years older. 

Three were men and one a woman, and all were oddly dressed. They wore round hats that rose to a small point a foot 

above their heads, with little bells around the brims that tinkled sweetly as they moved. The hats of the men were blue; the 

little woman’s hat was white, and she wore a white gown that hung in pleats from her shoulders. Over it were sprinkled 

little stars that glistened in the sun like diamonds. The men were dressed in blue, of the same shade as their hats, and wore 

well-polished boots with a deep roll of blue at the tops. The men, Dorothy thought, were about as old as Uncle Henry, for 

two of them had beards. But the little woman was doubtless much older. Her face was covered with wrinkles, her hair was 

nearly white, and she walked rather stiffly. 

When these people drew near the house where Dorothy was standing in the doorway, they paused and whispered among 

themselves, as if afraid to come farther. But the little old woman walked up to Dorothy, made a low bow and said, in a 

sweet voice: 

“You are welcome, most noble Sorceress, to the land of the Munchkins. We are so grateful to you for having killed the 

Wicked Witch of the East, and for setting our people free from bondage.” 

Dorothy listened to this speech with wonder. What could the little woman possibly mean by calling her a sorceress, and 

saying she had killed the Wicked Witch of the East? Dorothy was an innocent, harmless little girl, who had been carried by a 

cyclone many miles from home; and she had never killed anything in all her life. 

But the little woman evidently expected her to answer; so Dorothy said, with hesitation, “You are very kind, but there must 

be some mistake. I have not killed anything.” 

“Your house did, anyway,” replied the little old woman, with a laugh, “and that is the same thing. See!” she continued, 

pointing to the corner of the house. “There are her two feet, still sticking out from under a block of wood.” 

Dorothy looked, and gave a little cry of fright. There, indeed, just under the corner of the great beam the house rested on, 

two feet were sticking out, shod in silver shoes with pointed toes. 

“Oh, dear! Oh, dear!” cried Dorothy, clasping her hands together in dismay. “The house must have fallen on her. Whatever 

shall we do?” 

“There is nothing to be done,” said the little woman calmly. 

“But who was she?” asked Dorothy. 

“She was the Wicked Witch of the East, as I said,” answered the little woman. “She has held all the Munchkins in bondage 

for many years, making them slave for her night and day. Now they are all set free, and are grateful to you for the favour.” 

Read the extract as a class. Don’t forget to make notes as your teacher explains tricky vocabulary etc.  
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 1. “She was awakened by a shock, so sudden and severe that if Dorothy had not been lying on the soft 

bed she might have been hurt.” 

A. How does this quotation imply that something unusual or unexpected has happened to Dorothy? 

 

B. Which individual words might make the reader feel tense or worried for Dorothy? 

 

 

2. “As it was, the jar made her catch her breath and wonder what had happened; and Toto put his cold little 

nose into her face and whined dismally” 

C. Find words or phrases that emphasise that Dorothy feels shocked and confused? 

 

D. What does Toto the dog  do that might convey that he feels scared? 

 

 

3. “She sprang from her bed and with Toto at her heels ran and opened the door.” 

 E. Which verbs might highlight that Dorothy was eager to get outside and see what had happened? 

 

 

4. “The little girl gave a cry of amazement and looked about her, her eyes growing bigger and bigger at the     

wonderful sights she saw.” 

F.  Find an image which highlights that Dorothy  felt a sense of wonder and surprise at what she saw. 

 

G. Which adjective implies  that Dorothy saw interesting and amazing sights? 

Read the extract below. It describes the setting.  

The cyclone had set the house down very gently—for a cyclone—in the midst of a country of marvel-

lous beauty. There were lovely patches of greensward all about, with stately trees bearing rich and 

luscious fruits. Banks of gorgeous flowers were on every hand, and birds with rare and brilliant plum-

age sang and fluttered in the trees and bushes. A little way off was a small brook, rushing and spar-

kling along between green banks, and murmuring in a voice very grateful to a little girl who had lived 

so long on the dry, grey prairies. 

Cyclone = tornado 

Greensward = grass covered ground 

Stately = majestic and grand 

Rich = intense or lots of something, in abundance 

Luscious = juicy and delicious 

Plumage = feathers 

Brook = stream 

Prairie = dry, flat grassland 
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1. After reading the extract, what are your first impressions of this setting? 

 

 

2. Write down as many adjectives as you can that the writer uses to portray the setting as  attractive and  

pleasant. 

 

3. Write down two verbs used to describe the actions of the birds. 

 

 

4. Write down two verbs used  to describe the way the brook moved and looked. 

 

 

5. Write down any descriptions of nature (natural imagery) used to describe the setting. 

 

 

6. Can you find any examples of personification? 

 

The cyclone had set the house down very gently—for a cyclone—in the midst of a country of  marvellous beauty. 

There were lovely patches of greensward all about, with stately trees bearing rich and luscious fruits. Banks of 

gorgeous flowers were on every hand, and birds with rare and brilliant plumage sang and fluttered in the trees 

and bushes. A little way off was a small brook, rushing and sparkling along between green banks, and murmur-

ing in a voice very grateful to a little girl who had lived so long on the dry, grey prairies. 

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  

 Suggests/implies  

 Highlights/emphasises 

Subject Terminology 

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 
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Quotation Interpretation  

“country of marvellous beauty” The adjective “marvellous” emphasises that this 
place is amazing and the word “beauty” implies 
that it is a very attractive setting. 

“lovely patches of greensward all about”  
 
 
 

“stately trees bearing rich and luscious 
fruits” 

 

“banks of gorgeous flowers”  
 
 
 

“birds with rare and brilliant    plumage sang 
and fluttered in the trees and bushes” 

 

“…small brook, rushing and sparking along” 
 
 
 

 

Lesson Enquiry  

Can you use evidence and terminology to develop inferences? 

Subject Terminology 

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/

personification 

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  

 Suggests/implies  

 Highlights/emphasises 
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Lesson Enquiry 

Can you use evidence and terminology to develop inferences? 

1. What can you infer about the setting, characters and themes of the book from these images? 

 

2. How do these images conform to (meet) our idea of the fantasy genre? 

 

3. Do they deviate (move away from) from our expectations of the fantasy genre in any way? 

 

4. Are any of the images similar? If so, how?  

 

 

Because/but/so… 

 

These images suggest that ‘Coraline’ is a fantasy novel because… 

 

These images suggest that ‘Coraline’ is a fantasy novel, but… 

 

These images suggest that ‘Coraline’ is a fantasy novel, so… 
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Complete the following sentences. Try to add a few of your own based on the images.  

 The expression on the girl’s face might suggest… 

 

 The shadows and darkness could imply… 

 

 The setting of the old house and trees conveys a sense of…  

 

            

 

                                         

 

  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  

 Suggests/implies  

 Highlights/emphasises 
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An epigraph  comes at the start of a novel or short story, and gives the reader a little hint about 

what's to come. It is a short quotation or saying at the beginning of a book or chapter, intended to 

suggest its themes or ideas. 

Read the epigraph from ‘Coraline’ then try 

and answer the questions below.  

1.According to the epigraph of ‘Coraline’ why are fairy-tales 

‘more than true’?  

 

 

 

 

2.Dragons don’t really exist, so what does this epigraph 

mean? 

 

 

 

 

3. What clues might be revealed about the plot and themes 

of the novel from reading the       epigraph? 



 27 

1.What does Coraline discover in the first line of the novel? Why might this interest the reader?  

 

2.Which adjective is used to describe the house? What might this suggest about the house? 

  

3.Which adjective is used to describe the garden? What could this imply about the garden? 

 

4.Who else lives in the big house?  

 

5.Coraline corrects Miss Spink when she gets her name wrong. What might this suggest about the  

protagonist, Coraline.   

Protagonist:  

the main character in a novel 
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Lesson Enquiry 

Can you make and develop inferences? 

Knowledge Review  

1. What is an epigraph? 

2. What is a protagonist? 

3. What is the name of our novel’s protagonist? 

4. What does she find at the beginning of the novel? 

5. Which adjective is used to describe the house at the beginning of the novel? 

6. Which adjective is used to describe the garden at the beginning of the novel? 

7. Who are Miss Spink and Miss Forcible? 

8. Why might Coraline be described as a confident character? 
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1.Which adjectives are used to describe the man who lives upstairs? 

2.What does he tell Coraline? 

3.Does Coraline believe the old man? What does this imply about the kind of protagonist she might be? 

Coraline’s new neighbours seem a little bit eccentric. Eccentric 

means to be a bit odd, slightly strange and unconventional. This 

word is derived from a combination of the Greek words ex, mean-

ing "out of," and kentron, meaning "centre." The original meaning 

of "eccentric" in English was "not having the same centre" 

 

Because/but/so.. 

 

Coraline’s neighbours seem eccentric because…. 

 

Coraline’s neighbours seem eccentric, but…. 

 

Coraline’s neighbours seem eccentric, so…. 

So far we have met our protagonist, Coraline and three other characters—Miss Spink, Miss Forcible 

and the old man upstairs. Next, we’ll read more about the setting of Coraline’s new home.   

stunted = short/underdeveloped/not fully grown     flyblown = contaminated by flies and their eggs  

fairy ring = a ring of toadstools                  rockery = a little garden constructed with rocks and plants/flowers 
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On the second day, Coraline goes exploring. The extract on the previous page  

describes the garden. 

 

1.What overall impression do you get of the garden? Find a quotation to support 

your response.  

 

 

2.Which adjective is repeated throughout the extract?  

 

3.What has happened to the tennis court?  

 

4. What else does Coraline find in the garden? 

 

Challenge: Find three words or phrases that show that the garden has been          

neglected? (not looked after) 

1.What do Miss Spink and Miss Forcible tell Coraline about the well?  

 

2.Does Coraline follow their advice? What does this imply about the kind of character  she might 

be? 

 

3.Find a phrase that describes the old well.  

 

4.What does Coraline spend the day doing – what does it tell you about how deep the well is? 
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Haughty: arrogant/stuck up/superior 

1.What else does Coraline explore for and what does she find? 

 

 

2.What impression do you get of the cat? Use evidence to support your 

answer.  

 

 

3. What are your first impressions of Coraline as a character and why? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer portray the character of Coraline at the beginning 
of the novel? 

Knowledge Review  

1.What is Coraline’s new house like? 

 

2.What is the garden like? 

 

3. Who are Coraline’s new neighbours? Use the pictures to help you.  

 

5.The neighbours seem quite eccentric. What does this word mean?        

Explain it in your own words. 

 

 

6.What are your first impressions of Coraline? List three adjectives.  

        

       

     

As we read the next part of the novel, think about the character of Coraline. Underline anything 

that tells you something about her character’s personality. You might look out for the things she 

says, her relationships with other characters, the things she thinks and feels or her actions. All of 

these things are used by the writer to create a character for the  reader.  
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 1. How is Coraline feeling during this part of the novel? How do you know? 

 

2. What does Coraline’s mother tell her to do? 

 

3. Why is Coraline not allowed to go outside? 

 

4. How does Coraline feel about this? 

 

5. What does Coraline’s father tell her to do? 

 

6. What unusual thing does Coraline find when she is exploring the house? 

 

7. Coraline wants her mother to open the locked door. What does this imply about Coraline as a 

character? 

 

8. What overall impression do you get of Coraline as a character from this part of the novel? 
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1. What do we learn about the locked door? What might this make the reader wonder? 

 

2. How does Coraline react to her father’s dinner? What does this suggest about her as a character? 

 

3. What does Coraline do instead of eat her father’s dinner?  What does this imply about her? 
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1. What made Coraline sit up in bed? How might this make the reader feel? 

 

2. What does Coraline do after hearing the noise? What might this imply about her character? 

 

3. Coraline sees something that is “little more than a shadow” and hopes it’s not a spider.  What do   

          we find out about how Coraline feels about spiders? What might this imply about her? 

 

 

4.      Coraline follows the shape “a little nervously”. What could this suggest about her? 

Complete the following statements now that you have learnt more about Coraline’s character.  

1. Coraline seems to be an adventurous character because… 

2. Coraline seems to be an adventurous character, but… 

3. Coraline seems to be an adventurous character, so… 

4. Coraline appears to be quite independent and confident because… 

5. Coraline appears to be quite independent and confident, but… 

6. Coraline appears to be quite independent and confident, so… 

Challenge: Think back to the extracts from ‘The Wizard of Oz’ and ‘The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe’ - 

does Coraline remind you of  Dorothy or Lucy in any way? If, so how? How might she be different? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer portray the character of Coraline at the beginning of the novel? 

 Knowledge Review : True or False? Explain why the answer is True or False.  

 

1. Coraline is pleased that its raining because she likes being indoors.  

2. Coraline seems to become bored quite easily.  

3. Coraline hates exploring.  

4. Coraline loves her dad’s food.  

5. Coraline seems to be quite independent and confident.  

6. Coraline seems to be quite a shy character.  

7. Coraline’s mum and dad don’t seem to have much time to entertain her.  

8. Coraline isn’t interested in what might be behind the locked door.  

9. Coraline is too afraid to follow the strange noise and shadow and goes to her parents’ room.  

10. Coraline loves spiders.  

An effective way to describe Coraline would be to say that she is quite 

assertive. To be assertive means to have or show a confident and even 

forceful personality. It might involve being decisive and direct. Some-

one who is assertive usually states their needs and opinions clearly, so 

that people take notice. 

Why might Coraline be described as assertive - think about everything she has done and said so far.  
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How does the writer portray the character of 
Coraline at the beginning of the novel? 

Characteristic Quote  

Adventurous “The day after they moved in. Coraline went exploring” 

Curious   

Independent   

Confident   

Assertive   

Restless   

  

Over the next few lessons, you will be planning a response to the question above. 

After that, you’ll write up your response so your teacher can give you feedback.  

Find quotes from the text so far. You might like to use some of the quotes     

below. Try to add 1-2 of your own characteristics to the table. Remember to 

only use short quotes!.  
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When we write up our response to the question, we are aiming for a paragraph like this:  

The writer presents Coraline as adventurous through the phrase, “the day 
after they moved in, Coraline went exploring”. The use of the verb 
“exploring” suggests that perhaps Coraline enjoys seeking out new places and 
things as she is interested in finding out more about her new house. 

We are now going to have a go at unpicking our quotes further. We will use them to make inferences 

and develop interpretations. We will also try to zoom in on individual words and phrases  and        

explain what they show us about Coraline’s character.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is adventurous? 

“exploring” 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is adventurous? 

It tells us that she enjoys seeking out new places and that she is interested in finding 
out more about her new house.  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  
 Suggests/implies  
 Highlights/emphasises 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents Coraline as ______  

Subject Terminology 

Phrase/quote  

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 

Tentative Language  

Might/could/perhaps  

Scaffold  Q: How does the writer portray Coraline in the beginning of the novel? 
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Now let’s have a go at this example together. Your teacher will model this on the board.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is restless? 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is restless? (clue: you 

could use the words and phrases: uninterested, wants some excitement in your response)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Now have a go on your own for the characteristic of ‘curious’ 

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is ‘curious’? 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is ‘curious’? (clue: you could 

use the words and phrases: interested, wants to find out more, intrigued, inquisitive in your response)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Now let’s have a go at this example together. Your teacher will model this on the board.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is restless? 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is restless? (clue: you 

could use the words and phrases: uninterested, wants some excitement in your response)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Now have a go on your own for a characteristic of your choice  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is this characteristic.  

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is  this characteristic? (clue: 

think about her actions and how they demonstrate her personality. Try to be specific)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer portray the character of Coraline at the beginning 
of the novel? 

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  
 ________/implies  
 Highlights/___________ 

Opening ___________ 

The ______ presents Coraline as 

_adventurous_  

Subject Terminology 

Phrase/quote  

Word/________/verb/noun/adverb 

_________/metaphor/simile/personification 

___________ Language  

Might/______/perhaps  

Today, you will be writing up your response to the question above. You can use all of your planning so 

far and should produce 2-3 paragraphs. Your teacher will give you feedback on this.  

 

Knowledge Review:  

First, let’s remind ourselves of the scaffold—this is also our success criteria (the things you need to 

include for a successful response to the question!)  

1. Fill in the blanks to create your scaffold.  You might want to look back in the book-

2. Coraline is an assertive protagonist. What does the word ’assertive’ mean? 

3.  In your own words, explain how Coraline is an assertive character? 
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The writer presents Coraline as restless through the 
phrase, “”she was bored of her toys, and she’d read all 
her books”. This shows that  Coraline is easily bored and 
always wants to find new things to do.  

 

WWW:  

 

EBI:  

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  

Improve the response above based on the EBI you have discussed as a class:  
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Use the planning sheets to plan your response. You can use your previous planning sheets when you write up your final 

response or you can plan new and improved answers here! Aim for 2-4 paragraphs.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is this characteristic.  

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is  this characteristic? (clue: 

think about her actions and how they demonstrate her personality. Try to be specific)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Use the planning sheets to plan your response. You can use your previous planning sheets when you write up your final 

response or you can plan new and improved answers here! Aim for 2-4 paragraphs.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is this characteristic.  

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is  this characteristic? (clue: 

think about her actions and how they demonstrate her personality. Try to be specific)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Use the planning sheets to plan your response. You can use your previous planning sheets when you write up your final 

response or you can plan new and improved answers here! Aim for 2-4 paragraphs.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is this characteristic.  

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is  this characteristic? (clue: 

think about her actions and how they demonstrate her personality. Try to be specific)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Use the planning sheets to plan your response. You can use your previous planning sheets when you write up your final 

response or you can plan new and improved answers here! Aim for 2-4 paragraphs.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is this characteristic.  

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is  this characteristic? (clue: 

think about her actions and how they demonstrate her personality. Try to be specific)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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Use the planning sheets to plan your response. You can use your previous planning sheets when you write up your final 

response or you can plan new and improved answers here! Aim for 2-4 paragraphs.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that Coraline is this characteristic.  

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why Coraline is  this characteristic? (clue: 

think about her actions and how they demonstrate her personality. Try to be specific)  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  
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How does the writer portray the character of Coraline at the beginning of the novel? 

Note to teacher: You may want to use this 

page for further planning/modelling with 

your class etc.  

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  

Key Words:  



 52 

How does the writer portray the character of Coraline at the beginning of the novel? 

Note to teacher: Complete on lined paper to 

take for feedback. Stick in learner’s response 

post-feedback.  
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How does the writer portray the character of Coraline at the beginning of the novel? 

Note to teacher: Complete on lined paper to 

take for feedback. Stick in learner’s response 

post-feedback.  
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Whole Class Feedback   (Note to teacher: Please stick WCF sheet here) 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer create tension at the end of chapter one? 

Knowledge Review:  

1.What does it mean to be assertive?  

2.How is the being assertive different to being rude? 

3.List three ways in which Coraline demonstrates that she is assertive. 

  

4.Write down three other adjectives to describe Coraline.  

 

5. When we were last reading the novel, why had Coraline got up put of bed?  

 

6. Where do you think that the shadowy shape might be leading Coraline? 
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1. Where has the shape led Coraline to? Why might this be interesting? 

2. What unusual about the old door in the corner? 

3. What does Coraline dream about that night? How might this make the reader feel? 

1.What do we mean by “tension”?  

Tension is a feeling of ___________________________________________________________ 

2. Why do you think a writer might include moments of tension at the beginning of a novel? 

I think that a writer might include moments of tension at the beginning of a novel in order to 

_______________________________________________________ 

Challenge: What kinds of techniques might a writer use to build tension? 

Makes us feel tense because we don’t 
know what the light will reveal– something 
could have been hiding in the dark. 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer develop character and plot in chapter 2? 

Knowledge Review:  

1.What was unusual about the old door at the end of chapter one? 

 

2.What did Coraline dream about at the end of chapter one? 

 

3.What might have made the reader feel tense at the end of chapter one? 

 

4. What do you predict might happen in chapter two? Why? 
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True or False (correct the false statements) 

1. The crazy old man always gets Coraline’s name right.  

2. The mice had a message for Coraline.  

3. Miss Spink and Miss Forcible offer to read Coraline’s future.  

4. Miss Spink and Miss Forcible tell Coraline she is in no danger.  

5. The crazy old man gives  Coraline a stone with a hole in it.  

Comprehension  

1. What message do the mice have for Coraline? 

2. Why does Coraline’s mum tell her to go and see Miss Spink and Miss Forcible? 

3. Why do Miss Spink and Miss Forcible give Coraline a stone with a hole in it? 

4. Write down two quotations which suggest that Coraline could be in danger? 

5. Why do you think that Coraline says “no” when the crazy old man asks whether the message from 

the mice means anything to her? 

6. What do you predict might happen in chapter three? 

Because/but/so… 

Coraline seems to be in danger because… 

 

Coraline seems to be in danger, but… 

 

Coraline seems to be in danger, so... 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer portray  the character of the Other mother? 

Knowledge Review  

1. What message did the mice have for Coraline? 

2. What do Misses Spink and Forcible tell Coraline? 

3. What do they give to Coraline? 

1. What does Coraline’s behaviour in the shop tell us about her as a character? How does 

this link to what we already know about her? 

 

 

2.  Find a quote that shows that Coraline wants to be unique. 

 

3. Find a quote that shows that Coraline is easily bored.  
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1. What is strange about the key for the old door?  

2. Coraline knows she is doing something wrong but she carries on. What might this tell us about her? 

3. Why do you think Coraline goes through the door? 

4. If you were Coraline, would you go through the door? Why, why not? 

 

5.      Write down any words of phrases that might make the reader  feel tense.  
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1. What is strange about the room Coraline has 

found herself in? 

 

 

2. The other mother resembles Coraline’s real 

mother and sounds like her too but there is 

something a bit strange about her that makes 

Coraline feel uneasy.  

 

 

3 .Underline the things that are strange about 

the other mother.  
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Re-read the description of the other mother below and annotate for connota-

tions (meaning) of words and phrases, as well as subject terminology.  
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1. Look at the quote: “her skin was white as paper.” What language device is used here and why? 

 

 

2. What does this comparison imply  about the Other Mother’s appearance? Explain in your own 
words. 

 

 

3. How might this description make the reader feel about the Other Mother? 

 

 

4.  Look at the quote: “Only she was taller and thinner.” The words “taller” and “thinner” are           
comparative adjectives. Why do you think that the writer would make the Other Mother taller and 
thinner than Coraline’s real mother? 

 

 

5. Look at the quote: “her fingers were too long”. What hat does this image suggest about the Other 
Mother’s appearance? 

 

 

6. Look at the quote: “they never stopped moving”. What does this quote imply about the Other    
Mother and how she might be feeling? 

 

 

7.Look at the quote: “her dark red fingernails were curved and sharp.” Look at the adjectives in this  
image. What impression do they convey about the Other Mother? Why? 

 

 

8. Look at the quote: “her eyes were big black buttons.” How does this image create a creepy and     
sinister impression of the Other Mother?  

 

 

9. Is there anything else that you notice about the language used to introduce the other mother?  

 

 

10. mWhat are your first impressions of her? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer portray  the character of the Other mother? 

Knowledge Review 

1. Where did the old door lead to? 

2. What is strange or unusual about this place? 

3. What can you remember about the other mother’s appearance? List three things.  

 

4.      How might the reader feel about the other mother? 

1. Identify the simile:  

2. What types of adjectives are “taller and thinner”? Why might they have been used? 

3. What seems sinister and threatening about the other mother’s hands? 

4. What is the most disturbing thing about the other mother? 

Key words to describe the other mother 

 

 Strange/peculiar/unusual/odd  

 Creepy/unsettling/disturbing/

sinister/ominous/threatening 
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When we write up our response to the question, we are aiming for a paragraph like this:  

The writer presents the other mother as peculiar through the image, “her 
fingers were too long”. The use of the adjective “long” suggests that there 
is something strange and perhaps threatening about the hands of the other 
mother and might remind Coraline and the reader of a witch with long, bony 
hands.  

Like we did with the character of Coraline, we are going to have a go at writing up our response to 

the question: “How does the writer portray the character of the other mother?” This will be marked 

by your teacher and you will receive a grade and feedback. First we’ll plan together.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that the other mother is peculiar? 

“long” 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is peculiar  

It suggests that there is something strange and witch-like about her hands. They are 
not the same as Coraline’s real mother’s hands  

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  
 Suggests/implies  
 Highlights/emphasises 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents Coraline as ______  

Subject Terminology 

Phrase/quote  

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 

Tentative Language  

Might/could/perhaps  

Scaffold  Q: How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel 

Peculiar  - “her fingers were too long” 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents the other mother as 

______  
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When we write up our response to the question, we are aiming for a paragraph like this:  

The writer presents the other mother as ____ through the  

Now use the next 3-4 pages to plan your response. You will then be able to write up your paragraphs 

on lined paper. This will be your first assessment and you will receive feedback and a grade.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that the other mother is ________? 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________  

 

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  
 Suggests/implies  
 Highlights/emphasises 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents Coraline as ______  

Subject Terminology 

Phrase/quote  

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 

Tentative Language  

Might/could/perhaps  

Scaffold  Q: How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel 

 

 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents the other mother as 

______  
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When we write up our response to the question, we are aiming for a paragraph like this:  

The writer presents the other mother as ____ through the  

Now use the next 3-4 pages to plan your response. You will then be able to write up your paragraphs 

on lined paper. This will be your first assessment and you will receive feedback and a grade.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that the other mother is ________? 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________  

 

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  
 Suggests/implies  
 Highlights/emphasises 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents Coraline as ______  

Subject Terminology 

Phrase/quote  

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 

Tentative Language  

Might/could/perhaps  

Scaffold  Q: How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel 

 

 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents the other mother as 

______  
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When we write up our response to the question, we are aiming for a paragraph like this:  

The writer presents the other mother as ____ through the  

Now use the next 3-4 pages to plan your response. You will then be able to write up your paragraphs 

on lined paper. This will be your first assessment and you will receive feedback and a grade.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that the other mother is ________? 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________  

 

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  
 Suggests/implies  
 Highlights/emphasises 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents Coraline as ______  

Subject Terminology 

Phrase/quote  

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 

Tentative Language  

Might/could/perhaps  

Scaffold  Q: How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel 

 

 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents the other mother as 

______  
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When we write up our response to the question, we are aiming for a paragraph like this:  

The writer presents the other mother as ____ through the  

Now use the next 3-4 pages to plan your response. You will then be able to write up your paragraphs 

on lined paper. This will be your first assessment and you will receive feedback and a grade.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristic and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word from the quote tells  us that the other mother is ________? 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________  

 

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try 

to use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what 

the writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

Language of Interpretation (shows) 

 Portrays/presents/conveys  
 Suggests/implies  
 Highlights/emphasises 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents Coraline as ______  

Subject Terminology 

Phrase/quote  

Word/adjective/verb/noun/adverb 

Image/metaphor/simile/personification 

Tentative Language  

Might/could/perhaps  

Scaffold  Q: How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel 

 

 

Opening Statement  

The writer presents the other mother as 

______  
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How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel? 

Note to teacher: You may want to use this 

page for further planning/modelling with 

your class etc.  

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  

Key Words:  
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How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel? 

Note to teacher: Complete on lined paper to 

take for feedback. Stick in learner’s response 

post-feedback.  
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How does the writer portray the other mother at the beginning of the novel? 

Note to teacher: Complete on lined paper to 

take for feedback. Stick in learner’s response 

post-feedback.  
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Individual  PLC (Note to teacher: Please stick PLC  here) 
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WCF  (Note to teacher: Please WCF here) 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How are the characters, setting and plot developed in chapter three? 

Knowledge Recap 

Prior to your assessment, Coraline had just arrived on the other side of the old door. She has met 

her other mother, who seems quite creepy and strange. In chapter three, she discovers more about 

her and the other world she has found herself in.  

 

Imagine you are Coraline. What questions would you have at this point in the story? 

 

  

 

 

1. Coraline might be feeling scared because… 

2. Coraline might be feeling scared, but… 

3. Coraline might be feeling scared, so... 
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1. Have your first impressions of the other mother changed as we have read on? If so, how? 

 

 

 

2. What are your first impressions of the other world? Explain in your own words.  

 

 

 

3. How do we know we are reading a fantasy novel? Write down three quotes from the last three 
pages that tell us this a fantasy novel. 

 

 

 

4. Re-read the last three pages. Highlight and annotate anything that suggests there is something 
sinister about the other world and its inhabitants.  

 

 

 

Because/but/so… 

 

The other world seems like an amazing place because… 

 

 

The other world seems like an amazing place, but… 

 

 

The other world seems like an amazing place, but… 

 

 

Making Predictions:  

 

Think about who Coraline has already met in the other world. Who do you think that she might 
meet in the next chapter? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the novel conform to the features of the fantasy genre in chapter four? 

In the other world, 

only the other   moth-

er has button eyes. 

__F__ 

Coraline enjoys the 

dinner in the other 

world. 

_____ 

Coraline’s bedroom 

looks the same as her 

bedroom at home. 

_____ 

Coraline doesn’t like 

the song that the rats 

sing to her. 

_____ 

Coraline knows that 

she shouldn’t really 

have opened the 

door. 

_____ 

Coraline already 

knew she had         

another mother. 

_____ 

The rat’s have dark 

brown eyes. 

_____ 

Coraline does not feel 

entirely comfortable 

in the other world.  

_____ 

The other mother 

looks exactly the 

same as her real 

mother.  

_____ 

Knowledge Review: True or False Grid  

What can you remember about the features of the fantasy genre?  

Characters  Settings Themes  Plot 
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1. Think about chapters 1-3. What clues have there already been to suggest that  we are reading a     

fantasy novel? 

       

     

   

   

    

2. Are there any similarities between the story so far and other fantasy novels you have read? 

 

 

Because/but/so… 

 

Coraline seems like a fantasy novel because… 

 

Coraline seems like a  fantasy novel, but… 

 

Coraline seems like a  fantasy novel, so… 
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Feature of Fantasy  Evidence from Chapter Four  

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Complete the table below  

Because/but/so... 

Chapter four conforms to the features of the fantasy genre because…. 

 

 

Chapter four conforms to the features of the fantasy genre, but…. 

 

 

Chapter four conforms to the features of the fantasy genre, so…. 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How are the characters, setting and plot developed in chapter five? 

Knowledge Review 

1.Write down two quotations from the end of chapter four that show the other mother and other father are 

sinister characters.  

 

 

2.How do you think Coraline feels at the end of chapter four? Use THREE quotations from the text to support 

your answer.  

 

 

3. Which words and phrases convey Coraline’s feelings in this quote, “her heart beat so hard and so loudly 

she was scared it would burst out of her chest. 
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1.List four things that Coraline does when she arrives back in the real world. 

 

2.What does the cat show Coraline?  

3.What has happened to Coraline’s real parents? 

4.Find evidence from the text that shows the police officer does not take Coraline’s concerns  seriously.  

 

 

5.What items does Coraline take with her as she prepares to rescue her parents? 

6.Coraline tells the cat an anecdote (a short story) about her father. What kind of man does Coraline’s father seem to 
be? Why do you think Coraline is thinking about this event from her childhood? 

 

 

 

7.Why do you think the cat can only talk in the other world?  

 

8. Do you think Coraline is brave to return to the other world? Explain your response 

.  

9.When Coraline arrives back in the other world, she mistakes the other mother for her real mother. How does she feel 
when she realises her mistake? Use two quotes to explain your answer.  

 

 

10.Find evidence from the end of chapter four that the other mother is trying to trick and  manipulate Coraline.  

 

 

 

11.Find evidence from the end of chapter four that shows the other mother is running out of patience with Coraline.  

 

 

Challenge: What kind of character is the cat? How does he act/behave? Use quotes from chapter four to support your 
answer. 
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How do you think each character feels by the end of Chapter Five?  Write their thoughts in the first person. 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer develop the character of the other mother in chapter 6? 

Knowledge Review 

1. Why has Coraline returned to the other world? 

2. According to the other mother, why have Coraline’s parents left her? 

3. How does the other mother try to manipulate and deceive Coraline? 

4. What advice does the cat give to Coraline.  

 Choose one of the statements above. To what extent do you agree with the statement? Try to use evidence 

in your response.  

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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True or False? 

1.The Other mother is beginning to reveal her true personality.  ___ 

2.The Other mother was eating chocolate raisins.  __ 

3.The Other mother is pleased with Coraline. __ 

4.The Other mother has locked Coraline behind the mirror. __ 

 

How would you describe the Other mother at the end of Chapter Six? 

 

Explain your answer. You can use the key words in the yellow box. 

 

E.g. The Other mother seems quite irritated with Coraline because Coraline is re-
fusing to cooperate with the Other mother by loving her  
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer portray the character of the other mother in chapter 6? 

Knowledge Review  

1. What is the other mother eating at the end of chapter 6? 

2. What does Coraline say to the other mother that makes her so angry? 

3. What does the other mother do to Coraline at the end of chapter 6 and why? 

4. How has the other mother changed since we first met her in chapter 3? 

We are going to explore the writer’s presentation of the other mother in chapter 6 in more detail. 

We will focus on making inferences and interpretations and begin to analyse the language used by 

the writer to describe her character in more detail. Then you will write up a response similar to those 

you wrote on the character of Coraline and the other mother in  chapter 6.  

Read the quote and answer the questions  

A. What is the Other mother doing at this point in the story?  

B. What might the reader think of her? 

C. Why might the verb “pulled” in the image “pulled off its legs” make the Other mother seem a 

particularly disturbing character?  

D. The writer uses the verb “popped” to describe the way in which the Other mother puts the 

beetle in to her mouth. How does this have a different effect to the verb “put”?  

E. What type of word is “happily” – is it an adjective, verb or adverb? 
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f. Why do you think the writer emphasises the fact that Other mother ate the beetle ‘happily?’ 

 

g. How do you think the reader might feel about the Other mother at this point in the story? 

A. What is happening at this point in the story? 

B. What atmosphere is created by the image of the Other mother and Coraline staring at each other 

for such a long time? 

C. The Other mother speaks first. Why might this be important.  

D. The Other mother only says one word. This is a short sentence. What might this show about how 

her character is feeling? 

E. Why do you think an exclamation mark might be used at the end of the word, “Manners”? 

F. What tone do you think that the Other mother might say this in? 

G. How do you think that the reader might feel about the Other mother at this point? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer portray the character of the other mother in chapter 6? 

Knowledge Review 

1. What is the Other mother eating in Chapter 6? 

 

2. Why does the Other mother become angry with Coraline? List TWO reasons. 

 

 

3. What does Coraline’s Other mother do at the end of Chapter six? 

 

4. What three words could you use to describe the Other mother in this chapter? 

 

 

5. Identify the adverbs and verbs in this quote, “She carefully picked out a particularly large and 

black beetle, pulled off its legs… and popped the beetle into her mouth. She crunched it happily.” 

 

 

6. What do the verbs ‘picked’ and ‘pushed’ show about the Other mother’s character in the 

quote: “She picked Coraline up and pushed her in to the dim space behind the mirror.” 
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Like we did previously we are going to have a go at writing up our response to the question: “How does the 

writer portray the character of the other mother in chapter 6?”  This time, we will try to develop our response 

in more depth. This will be marked by your teacher and you will receive a grade and feedback. First we’ll plan 

together.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristics and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word or words from the quote tells  us that the other mother is          

disturbing, cruel and disgusting  

“pulled” - cruel  

“popped” - disturbing  

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is disturbing, 

cruel and disgusting   

Pulling off the live beetle’s legs seems quite cruel and the way she pops the beetle in to 
her mouth casually, as if she is eating a sweet or chocolate is particularly disturbing 
and disgusting.   

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

Disturbing, cruel, disgusting  -  

“pulled off its legs...and popped the beetle in to her mouth” 

This time, let’s see if we can include more 

than one characteristic here.  

When we write up our response to the question, we are aiming for a      

paragraph like this:  

 

The writer presents the other mother as a cruel 
and disturbing character who seems increasingly 
disgusting through the  image, “pulled off its 
legs...and popped the beetle in to her mouth” The 
use of the verb “pulled”  suggests that she is 
quite cruel and perhaps enjoys tormenting the 
beetle. Furthermore, the use of the verb 
“popped” emphasises how casually the other 
mother eats the beetle, as if she simply is eating 
a chocolate which the reader might find          
particularly disturbing and unsettling.   

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  
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Like we did previously we are going to have a go at writing up our response to the question: “How does the 

writer portray the character of the other mother in chapter 6?”  This time, we will try to develop our response 

in more depth. This will be marked by your teacher and you will receive a grade and feedback. First we’ll plan 

together.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristics and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word or words from the quote tells  us that the other mother is          

________ , __________ and ___________ 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________. 

_________ and ___________ 

Pulling off the live beetle’s legs seems quite cruel and the way she pops the beetle in to 
her mouth casually, as if she is eating a sweet or chocolate is particularly disturbing 
and disgusting.   

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

__________, ________, __________   

“                                                                                                                “ 

This time, let’s see if we can include more 

than one characteristic here.  

 

 

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  
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Like we did previously we are going to have a go at writing up our response to the question: “How does the 

writer portray the character of the other mother in chapter 6?”  This time, we will try to develop our response 

in more depth. This will be marked by your teacher and you will receive a grade and feedback. First we’ll plan 

together.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristics and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word or words from the quote tells  us that the other mother is          

________ , __________ and ___________ 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________. 

_________ and ___________ 

Pulling off the live beetle’s legs seems quite cruel and the way she pops the beetle in to 
her mouth casually, as if she is eating a sweet or chocolate is particularly disturbing 
and disgusting.   

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

__________, ________, __________   

“                                                                                                                “ 

This time, let’s see if we can include more 

than one characteristic here.  

 

 

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  
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Like we did previously we are going to have a go at writing up our response to the question: “How does the 

writer portray the character of the other mother in chapter 6?”  This time, we will try to develop our response 

in more depth. This will be marked by your teacher and you will receive a grade and feedback. First we’ll plan 

together.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristics and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word or words from the quote tells  us that the other mother is          

________ , __________ and ___________ 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________. 

_________ and ___________ 

Pulling off the live beetle’s legs seems quite cruel and the way she pops the beetle in to 
her mouth casually, as if she is eating a sweet or chocolate is particularly disturbing 
and disgusting.   

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

__________, ________, __________   

“                                                                                                                “ 

This time, let’s see if we can include more 

than one characteristic here.  

 

 

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  
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Like we did previously we are going to have a go at writing up our response to the question: “How does the 

writer portray the character of the other mother in chapter 6?”  This time, we will try to develop our response 

in more depth. This will be marked by your teacher and you will receive a grade and feedback. First we’ll plan 

together.  

Step 1: Choose the characteristics and quote  

Step 2:  Which individual word or words from the quote tells  us that the other mother is          

________ , __________ and ___________ 

 

Step 3:  What does the entire quote tell us about how and why the other mother is __________. 

_________ and ___________ 

Pulling off the live beetle’s legs seems quite cruel and the way she pops the beetle in to 
her mouth casually, as if she is eating a sweet or chocolate is particularly disturbing 
and disgusting.   

Step 4:  Use the scaffold to put it altogether. Remember your language of interpretation and try to 

use  tentative language. We use tentative language because we can’t always be SURE of what the 

writer is telling us—we are all making our own interpretations.  

__________, ________, __________   

“                                                                                                                “ 

This time, let’s see if we can include more 

than one characteristic here.  

 

 

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  
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How does the writer portray the other mother in chapter 6? 

Note to teacher: You may want to use this 

page for further planning/modelling with 

your class etc.  

Opening statement  

Short quote 

Zoom in  

Interpretation  

Subject terminology  

Language of Interpretation  

Tentative language  

Key Words:  

 Sinister/evil/cruel 

 Powerful/menacing/

intimidating 

 Angry/violent/

controlling  

 Disturbing/strange/

unsettling  

 Terrifying/disturbing 
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How does the writer portray the other mother in chapter 6? 

Note to teacher: Complete on lined paper to 

take for feedback. Stick in learner’s response 

post-feedback.  
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How does the writer portray the other mother in chapter 6? 

Note to teacher: Complete on lined paper to 

take for feedback. Stick in learner’s response 

post-feedback.  
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Individual  PLC (Note to teacher: Please stick PLC  here) 
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WCF  (Note to teacher: Please WCF here) 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer develop character, plot and setting in chapter 7? 

Knowledge Review 

1. Where is Coraline at the beginning of chapter 7? 

2. How did she get there? 

3. How do you think she feels? 
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1. At the start of the chapter, Coraline has been locked behind the mirror. Find a quote that tells us 

how Coraline reacts? What does this tell us about how she is feeling? 

 

2. During the chapter, Coraline meets the ghosts of the children the other mother trapped. How does 

she react to the ghosts and what does this show us about her? Use a quote to support your answer. 

 

3. The ghosts tell Coraline to run away before the other mother can hurt her. What does Coraline  re-

ply? What does this tell us about her character? 

 

4. How would you describe Coraline in this chapter? Think of three adjectives.  

5. What do we learn about the ghost children? 

 

6. Find two examples of the ghost children speaking. 

How do you know that they are characters from the 

past? Copy down your two quotes and explain them.  

 

Eg. “art thou – art though alive?” 

This shows that the character is from the 
past as “art though” sounds very old      
fashioned. It reminds me of how they spoke 
in Shakespearean plays. 

 

Quote 1:  

 

 

 

 

Quote 2:  

7. Why is it important that the ghost        

children were born so long ago? What does 

this add to the story of the other mother? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer build tension in chapters 8 and 9? 

Knowledge Review 

1.     Who did Coraline meet in Chapter 7? 

 

2. What did these characters tell her? 

 

3.      Is Coraline going to run away? Explain why/why not? 

 

4. What did Coraline hear a voice say as she fell asleep? 

 

5. What do we mean by ‘tension’? 

 

6.     What do you think has been the most tense moment in the novel so far? 
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Chapter 8 Summary 

Put the events in order that they happen in: 

 

(__) She goes outside where she finds another soul – a bright marble 

(__) Coraline gets scared and starts running 

(__) The other mother accepts the challenge  

(__) Coraline goes exploring to find her parents and the other children’s souls. 

(__) The other mother makes Coraline her favourite breakfast 

(__) The other mother comes and gets Coraline out from behind the mirror 

(__) Coraline finds the soul of one of the other children – a red marble 

(__) Coraline challenges her other mother to a “finding-things” game 

(__) She changes back into her own pyjamas 

1. What makes this chapter so tense?  

 

2. Which moment in the chapter did you feel most tense? Why? 

 

 

3.      Scan back through the chapter and highlight moments of tension.  



 143 

Lesson Enquiry 

How does the writer build tension in chapters 8 and 9? 

Knowledge Review  

 

At the beginning of chapter 8, the other mother has brought Coraline back through 

the __________ and is cooking Coraline her _________ breakfast. Coraline challenges 

the other mother to an __________ game. If Coraline wins, the other mother has to 

free the ______ children and Coraline’s __________. Coraline begins to search for her 

parents and the ______ of the children from behind the mirror. She goes to her bed-

room and remembers the stone with the ______ in it. Looking through the stone,  

the other world is _________ and _______, except for one thing.  She finds a ______ 

marble—the soul of one of the dead children.  

 

Coraline changes back in to her ______ because she does not want to wear the other 

mother’s clothes.  Coraline leaves her room and a cold and vicious ______ blows. The 

other mother is clearly _______.  

 

Coraline goes to Misses Spink and Forcible’s flat and enters the _______. The theatre 

is completely derelict and _________. Coraline sees a ______ on the wall. The second 

marble is with the creature, surrounded by a kind of spider web. Coraline is 

________ but she manages to reach the second marble  and runs out of the theatre.  

Theatre, grey, abandoned, red, terrified, favourite, mirror, angry, dead, 

hole, parents, colourless, pyjamas, wind, creature, exploring, souls 

1. Why is the other mother so angry?  

 

2. How many more souls does Coraline need to find? 

 

3.       Do you think that the other mother will ‘play fair’? 
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Chapter 9 Summary 

 

Put the events in order that they happen in: 

 

(__) She escapes into the garden 

(__) Coraline discovers a trapdoor in the flat 

(__) The other mother offers Coraline a key to the other flat to help her   

(__) The other father tries to catch Coraline 

(__) She hears the other children warn her the other mother is trying to trap Coraline 

(__) She finds her other father in the cellar of the other flat 

(__) Coraline meets the other mother in the garden 

(__) Coraline manages to escape from her father 

(__) Coraline rips the other father’s remaining black button eye 

(__) She discovers her other father has been left in the basement for helping her 

(__) The other father tries to catch Coraline again 

(__) Coraline finds that the flat is empty 



 149 

1. What makes this chapter so tense?  

 

2. Which moment in the chapter did you feel most tense? Why? 

 

 

3.      Scan back through the chapter and highlight moments of tension.  

1. How is Coraline’s other mother feeling at the beginning of the chapter? Find two pieces of evi-

dence from the text to support your answer. 

 

 

2. How many souls has Coraline found at this point? 

 

3. How does Coraline’s other mother help her? Give as much detail as possible. 

 

 

4. What does Coraline do to stop herself from being frightened?       

 

 

5. Why has the other mother put the other father into the basement? 

 

6. What seems to have happened to the other father? 

 

 

7. “Then, as if it were being told what to do, the creature stopped moving, and its blind head tipped 

to one side.” What do you think is being implied by this sentence? 

 

 

8.  Where does Coraline leave the key? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How has the character of Coraline changed from the beginning of the novel? 

 

Knowledge Review 

1. What kind of character was Coraline at the beginning of the story? 

 

2. What qualities has Coraline had to demonstrate throughout the novel? 

 

 

3. Do you think Coraline has changed in any way. If so, how? 

 

 

4. How many souls does Coraline still need to find?  

 

 

5. How did the other mother trick Coraline in chapter 9? 

Remember that for your writing task, you will be creating your own villainous 

character. As we read the next two chapters, try to also pay attention to how 

the writer presents the other mother. Look for descriptions of her actions and 

appearance, as well as the things she says (dialogue) 
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What do you think that Coraline means by the statement below? What does this statement imply about 

Coraline’s character towards the end of the novel? 
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Coraline has always liked exploring and enjoys adventures.       

However, in the last few chapters of the novel we see her 

demonstrate other qualities too. Fill in the table below to explore 

Quality  Example from the text (try to use a quote as well if you can) 

Bravery  

Kindness   

Sympathy   

Resilience   

Intelligence   

Empathy   

  

  



 157 

1. what would you do if you were in the same position as Coraline? Would you have behaved        

similarly or differently? Why? 

 

 

2. What changes has Coraline’s character undergone?             

 

 

3. Why have these changes happened? 

 

 

 

4. How do these changes affect the reader’s opinion of Coraline? 

 

 

 

5. Does Coraline conform to or break conventions of a typical fantasy protagonist? Explain your      

response.  

 

 

 

5. What do we learn about bravery and courage from reading about Coraline’s character? 

 

 

 

6. How might two readers respond differently to the character of Coraline and her actions? On what 

aspects might they agree/disagree? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How can we consider the writer’s purpose? 

Knowledge Review  

1. What has the reader learnt about bravery, courage and resilience so far? 

 

 

2. What other hemes (big ideas) have been emphasised by the writer in the novel so far? 

 

 

3. Can you remember the epigraph at the beginning of the  novel? What clues might it give us to what 

will happen next in the novel?  
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The writer’s purpose is also known as “authorial intention”. It refers to what the writer is trying to                 

communicate to the reader through their novel and its characters and themes. When we think of writer’s    

purpose, we begin to think about the bigger picture rather than focusing closely on the language used to        de-

scribe setting or character.  It might be that the writer is giving us an insight in to specific time in history, or a 

particular place. It might be that the writer is trying to teach us about big ideas such a morality, or human 

qualities such as bravery. Novels are special because they give us an insight in to what it is like to be human 

and help us to understand the world a little bit better. They can also take us to real and imaginary places so 

that our world becomes bigger than our own.  

 

Answer the questions below to begin thinking about Neil Gaiman’s authorial intention when he wrote Coraline. 

We will revisit some of these questions at the end of the novel (2 chapters to go!) 

 

1. Who do you think the writer’s target audience/reader might be? How do you know? 

 

2. What might the  writer’s attitude towards courage be?  

3. What might the writer’s attitude towards resilience be? 

4. What might the writer’s attitude towards responsibility be? 

5. What do you believe the writer wanted the reader to feel about the idea of evil? 

6. What do you think the writer wanted to teach the reader through the character of Coraline? 

7. What do you think the writer wanted to teach the reader through the character of the other mother? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

What makes an effective ending? 

Knowledge Review 

 

1. Where were Coraline’s parents? 

 

2. How did Coraline escape the other world and the other mother? 

 

3. Who helped Coraline to get through the portal? What was the experience like for her? 

 

 

4. Coraline is back in the real world, but there are still two chapters to go until the end of the 

novel. What do you predict might happen in them? 

 

 

5. Think back to any fantasy stories that you know. How do they usually end? 

 

 

Why might a writer leave plot lines unfinished and questions unanswered  at the end of a novel? 
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1. Read the statements above about endings to stories. Discuss with your partner and decide whether 

you agree or disagree with each statement.  Then choose one statement you agree with and explain 

why .  

 

 

 

2. If you were writing the ending to Coraline, what choices would you make? How might you end the  

          novel effectively? 

 

 

 

 

Keep the statements above in mind as we read the last two chapters of the novel.  
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1. Now that we have finished the novel, would you consider the ending to ‘Coraline’ to be open or 

closed? 

 

2. What did you think of the ending? Why do you think the writer included the part with the other    

mother’s hand so close to the end of the novel? 

 

 

3. What do you think the significance of the dream with the ghost children might have been? Why might 

this have been included towards the end of the novel? 

 

 

4. What else does the writer emphasise about Coraline, the real world, her relationships with others at 

the end of the novel, and why might this be? 

 

 

5. What questions might a reader have once after finishing the novel? E.g. Why don’t Coraline’s parents 

remember anything about the other world? Is it only children who can access the other world? List your 

questions below.  
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Lesson Enquiry 

How can we respond critically to a novel? 

Knowledge Review  

 

1. What do we mean by ‘writer’s purpose’? 

 

2. What is another term used to refer to writer’s purpose? 

 

3. What themes does the writer teach us about in Coraline?  

 

 

4.  

 

Look back at the epigraph by G.K Chesterton.  Having finished the novel, why do you think  the writer 

chose to include this quotation at the beginning of the novel? 

On the next page, you will find a table with statements relating to the purpose of the novel.       

Remember that readers have different responses to a novel and that’s to be expected! You will 

need to find evidence to support the statement and say to what extent you agree with the state-

ment (5 you strongly agree, 1 means you strongly disagree). We’ll discuss our responses after.  
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Statement  Evidence  (in your own words is fine) To what ex-

tent do you 

agree? (1-4) 

The novel is about someone finding 
out they are brave. 

 

 

 

 

The novel explores what makes a 
happy family.  

 

 

 

 

The novel explores the power of  
imagination.  

 

 

 

 

The novel is about somebody finding 
out who they are.  

 

 

 

 

The novel is about a girl learning to 
appreciate what she’s got rather 
than wishing for something else.  

 

 

 

 

 

The novel is about  the dark and 
scary world of dreams.  

 

 

 

 

The novel is trying to say that     
children don’t appreciate their    
parents.  

 

 

 

 

The novel is about loneliness.   

 

 

 

The main theme of the novel is 
about the relationship between 
adults and children.  

 

 

 

 

Because, but, so  

The novel is about someone  finding out they are brave because … 

The novel is about someone finding out they are brave, but… 

The novel is about someone finding out they are brave, so... 
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Choose one of the other statements you agreed with and explain your reasons below… 

I agree with the statement, “__________________________________________________” because... 

Sometimes writers explain their authorial intention. This is what Neil Gaiman has done below. His own 

words give us an insight in to his purpose. But remember, even taking into account the reasons he wrote 

Coraline, individual readers might still interpret the novel and its messages differently. That’s the     

amazing thing about literature! 
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Reading Skills 

 Retrieve explicit information from a fiction text 

 Develop inferences  

 Identify specific words and phrases to describe a character  

 Explain the effects of a writer’s choice of language  

 Use quotations and subject terminology to comment on how a writer describes a character.  

 Consider writer’s purpose  

 

By the end of Autumn 1, you will know:  

 

 Features of the fantasy genre (including setting, characters, themes and plots) 

 Key vocabulary related to the genre  

 Character types – protagonist Subject terminology to identify language (adjective, verb, noun, 

adverb, imagery, simile,  metaphor) 

 The concept of a quotation  

 The concept oftension 

 The purpose of an epigraph 

 The plot of a full-length novel and its key characters, settings and themes. 

 The concept of writer’s purpose 

Let’s remind ourselves of the skills and knowledge we set out to learn at the beginning of the 

term. Take some time to reflect on all that you have learnt and think about the skills and aspects 

of knowledge you found most challenging too.  

Now that we’ve read the novel, we are going to move on to the writing section of the unit. We are 

going to use our knowledge of the other mother as a fantasy villain, to create our own fantasy       

villains and describe them in detail.  Let’s remind ourselves of the skills and knowledge we’ll be 

working on.  

Writing Skills  

 Use a range of effective and appropriate vocabulary and imagery in to describe a character. 

  

By the end of Autumn 2, you will know:  

 

 Typical villainous characters from the fantasy genre 

 A range of effective vocabulary related to the genre  

 The success criteria for describing a character (adverbs, precise verbs, adjectives, imagery)  
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Lesson Enquiry 

How do writers describe villainous characters? 

There’s no doubt about it that the other mother is a pretty 

evil villain, but  how did the writer emphasise her            

villainous nature to us as readers?  

 

 Described her appearance using lots of effective vo-

cabulary and imagery which started out as     peculiar 

and disturbing and ended up as pretty terrifying.  

 

 Emphasised her wicked personality through her     

dialogue and her actions. She started out as quite 

creepy but “nice”, became very manipulative and 

then increasingly angry and violent towards the end 

of the novel.  

 

 Emphasised her role as a fantasy villain through her 

supernatural powers and qualities.  

You are going to be writing a description of a fantasy villain. A description is different to a narrative 

(story). A description is like a snap shot in time and usually only describes one event. There is usually 

minimal dialogue and action.  

 

For your description, you are going to imagine that you are the protagonist in a fantasy novel. You have 

just stepped through a portal to a fantasy world and have come face to face with a   fantasy villain. You 

will need to describe what your fantasy villain looks like, sounds like, moves like and how they make 

you feel.  You will be using varied vocabulary, imagery and other devices to do so.  You will need to 

show the reader how villainous your character is, rather than tell them.  

 

Before you plan to write about your own villain, we will look at some descriptions of the other mother 

at her most villainous and then we will look at some descriptions of other fantasy villains. This should 

give us a good idea of how to create and describe our own villain effectively!  
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As a class, annotate the language used to describe the other mother which 

shows her to be a villainous character.  

This short sentence at the end of the de-
scription shocks the reader. The alliteration 
emphasises that there is something very 
creepy about her appearance.  

Effective language and devices used here:  

Effective language and  devices used here:  

Effective language and devices used here:  
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Did you notice how Neil Gaiman focuses on certain things about the other mother’s   char-

acter. He repeats them throughout the novel. These repeated images are called motifs.  

E.g. her eyes, her coldness, the wind that blows around her, her hands and fingers.  

 

Think about what you will  emphasise about your villain.  It might be their eyes, their 

height, their smile, their voice… 

 

He also uses symbolism...think about the “red” of her fingernails—red has symbolic con-

notations of danger, of blood etc.  Also, did you notice how much imagery he uses to em-

phasise her terrifying appearance, for example, “teeth as sharp as knives”. Think about 

how you will use imagery  to emphasise your character's villainous nature.  

The speaker was seated directly in front of the fireplace, so that it was difficult, at first, for the new 

arrivals to make out more than his silhouette. As they drew nearer, however, his face shone through 

the gloom, hairless, snake-like, with slits for nostrils and gleaming red eyes whose pupils were      

vertical. He was so pale that he seemed to emit a pearly glow.  

Read the extract from ‘Harry Potter and the Deathly 

Hallows.’ It describes the villainous character of Lord 

Voldemort.  Read the description and then answer 

the questions below.  

1. How does the phrase, “it was difficult, at first, for the new arrivals to make out more than his silhouette” add to 

the sinister portrayal of this character? 

 

 

2. Find two adjectives used to describe Voldemort’s face. How do they emphasise that there is something         

disturbing about this character? 

 

 

3. The writer uses imagery to describe Voldemort’s face as “snake-like”. Why might she have used this compari-

son? What are the connotations of a “snake”, and how does this conform to the idea of a fantasy villain? 
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4. What do we usually  associate  with the word and colour “red”? What might the writer have been implying by 

using this word in the image “gleaming red eyes”? 

 

 

5. Why do you think that the writer’s description is so focused on Voldemort’s face? 

 

 

6. Does this description of Voldemort’s character remind you in any way of the description of the other mother? 

If so, how? 

“But suddenly the Mirror went altogether dark, as dark as if a hole had opened in the world of sight, 
and Frodo looked into emptiness. In the black abyss there appeared a single Eye that slowly grew, 
until it filled nearly all the Mirror. So terrible was it that Frodo stood rooted, unable to cry out or to        
withdraw his gaze. The Eye was rimmed with fire, but was itself glazed, yellow as a cat’s, watchful 
and intent, and the black slit of its pupil opened on a pit, a window into nothing.”  

The extract below is from The Lord of the Rings. In 

the extract Frodo sees the evil Sauron who appears 

as an eye.  

1. Which phrases describes how Frodo reacts to seeing the Eye of Sauron?  Underline them. What 

do they  show us about how Frodo feels? 

 

 

2. Why might the writer have used the imagery: “rimmed with fire” to describe the eye? What do 

we usually associate with fire? 
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3. Identify the simile used to describe the eye.  

 

 

4. Why might the writer have compared the eye to a cat’s? What might we associate with a cat? 

 

 

5. The writer uses the adjectives “watchful” and “intent” to describe the eye. Intent means the eye is focused 

and fixed on Frodo. Why might the writer have used these adjectives to describe the eye?  What do they   imply 

about Sauron? 

 

 

6. What colours are used to describe the Eye of Sauron and why might they have been used? 

 

 

7. Why might the writer have described the eye opening as “a window into nothing”? 

 

 

8. Is the description of the Eye of Sauron similar in any ways to the description of the other mother and       

Voldemort? 

 

 

 

9. How is this description different to the description of the other mother and Voldemort? 

What types of words/techniques have the writers used 

to describe the other mother, Voldemort and Sauron? 

                   

            

   

  

Lesson Enquiry  

How do writers describe villainous characters? 
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Lesson Enquiry 

How do writers describe villainous characters? 

Knowledge Review  

1. Which villains did we read descriptions of last lesson? 

 

 

2. What did these descriptions have in common with one another? 

 

 

3. “The eye...as yellow as a cat’s”. What technique is this? 

 

4. What does the colour red often symbolise? 

 

 

5. Why might a writer use imagery of fire to describe a villain? 

 

 

6.      When Frodo saw the Eye of Sauron, he stood “rooted” to the ground. 

What does this mean and what does it suggest about how Frodo feels? 

But behind him, on a much higher seat in the middle of the sledge sat a very different person — a 
great lady, taller than any woman that Edmund had ever seen. She also was covered in white fur 
up to her throat and held a long straight golden wand in her right hand and wore a golden crown 
on her head. Her face was white — not merely pale, but white like snow or paper or icing-sugar, 
except for her very red mouth. It was a beautiful face in other respects, but proud and cold and 
stern.  

Read this extract describing the villainous white witch from The Lion, Witch 

and the Wardrobe. Then answer the questions to unpick how the writer has 

created her villainous character.  
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1. How does the writer describe the White Witch’s size? Copy down the quote.  

2. Why might her height be significant? Does this remind you of the description of any other villainous 
characters we have studied? 

 

 

3. What is the White Witch wearing and carrying? Why  might the writer have included these  details? 
What impression does it convey of her character? 

 

 

 

4 What does the writer emphasise about the character’s face? What techniques does he use to   

emphasise this? Doe this remind you of any of the other villains? 

 

 

5. Which adjective is used to describe the character’s mouth? Why might this be significant? 

 

6. “It was a beautiful face in other respects, but proud and cold and stern.” How is this description of the 
White Witch’s appearance different to other villains we have looked at?  How do we refer to the       
contrast of images of words in a text?  (clue: begins with a J). Why might this technique have been used.  

 

 

 

7. How does the writer show (rather than tell) us the White Witch is powerful? 

 

 

 

8. How is this villain portrayed similarly to others we have looked at? 

 

 

9. How is she portrayed differently to others we have looked at? 
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Techniques  Examples from the villains we have looked at  

Effective adjectives   

 

 

Similes   

 

 

Colour imagery   

 

 

Other imagery   

 

 

Tiny details (e.g.     precise 

description of eyes or 

skin) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

As we begin to think about creating our own villains and the criteria we will need to describe 

them, let’s take some time to reflect on some of the effective examples from the description of 

the other mother, Voldemort, Sauron and The White Witch. Go back through each description and 

complete the table. You might be able to use or adapt some of these words and phrases in your 

own final description of your own villain.   
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Lesson Enquiry 

What do we need to do describe a character effectively? 

Knowledge Review: True or False? 

 

1. A description should include lots of actions and events.  

2. A description should include lots of adjectives and imagery.  

3. “Frodo was too terrified to move” is an example of showing not telling.  

4. A simile is a specific type of imagery.  

5. The colour blue often symbolises danger and violence.  

6. “white like snow or paper or icing-sugar” - this is an example of a metaphor. 

We know that an effective description of  a character includes  

 Adjectives  

 Similes  

 Colour imagery  

 Other types of imagery  

 Tiny details  

 

This criteria helps us to show the reader what our character is like, rather than tell them.  

 

E.g. Let’s take the quote:  “On seeing me arrive, his eyes blazed like the fiery flames of hell”  

 

This SHOWS the reader that the character is furious at another’s arrival. The comparison to 

“fiery flames of hell” also conjures up images of death, destruction and evil, showing the 

reader that this character is a threat and associating them with something sinister and even 

demonic.  Compare this to “On seeing me arrive, I could see in his eyes how angry he was” - 

this simply tells the reader—there is so symbolic connotations and it’s simply not very          

interesting  to read.  
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There are two other important criteria for describing a character effectively 

 Adverbs  

 Precise verbs (e.g. ‘glared’ instead of  ‘looked’) 

Deep down here by the dark water lived old Gollum, a small slimy     

creature.  I don't know where he came from, nor who or what he was. 

 He was Gollum - as dark as darkness, except for two big round pale 

eyes in his thin face.  He had a little boat, and he rowed about quite 

quietly on the lake; for lake it was, wide and deep and deadly cold. He 

paddled it with large feet dangling over the side, but never a ripple did 

he make. Not he. He was looking out of his pale limp-like eyes for blind 

fish, which he grabbed with his long fingers as quick as thinking. He 

liked meat too. Goblin he thought good, when he could get it; but he 

took care they never found him out. He just throttled them from        

behind, if they ever came down alone anywhere near the edge of the 

water, while he was prowling about. They very seldom did, for they had 

a feeling that something unpleasant was lurking down 

there, down at the very roots of the mountain. 

As a class, read the description of 

Gollum from Lord of the Rings.       

Annotate each of the success criteria.  

 Adjectives  

 Adverbs  

 Precise Verbs  

 Imagery  

 Tiny details  

Are there any similarities or differences between this description 

and the descriptions of other villains? 
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I stood facing the ________  (tall/towering) figure who had __________  

(emerged/appeared) from the darkness. Her ________ (white/pale/ghost-

like) face was surrounded by tendrils of ________ (wild/untamed/snake-

like) black hair that drifted _______ (eerily, unnaturally) around her face. I 

was struck by the ________ (intensity/power) of her eyes as deep and dark 

as the abyss but somehow __________(watchful/alert). As she ________ 

(slowly/quickly)  approached the doorway in which I stood, I found that I was 

________ (rooted/fixed) to the spot, my legs beginning to ________ 

(tremble/shake).  

Now that you have read lots of descriptions of villains, you 

are going to have a go at making some decisions about the 

most effective words and phrases used to describe a villain.  

 

Below  is an incomplete description of Bellatrix Lestrange.  

 

You need to complete the description by choosing the 

word you think is most effective. You might also choose to 

use a word of your own. There aren’t any “right” choices, 

you’ll just need to justify why you chose each word or 

phrase.  

1. I chose the adjective _____________ because I wanted to emphasise that the character was 

______________________________________________________________________________.  

2. I chose the verb _____________ because I wanted to make it seem like she was _____________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________.  

3. I chose the adjective ___________  to describe the character’s face because I wanted to convey 

that the character was _________________________________________________________. 

4.  I chose the adjective  ____________  to describe her hair because it made me think of  

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Now complete the sentences below to explain your word choices.  Think about how you wanted to 

portray the character and make the reader feel.  
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5. I chose the adverb ____________  to describe the way that her hair moved because 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

6. I chose the noun ____________ to describe her eyes because I wanted the reader to feel that 

she was ______________________________________________________________________ 

7. I also chose the adjective ___________to describe her eyes because I wanted to make it seem 

like she was ______________________________________.  

8. I chose the verb _______________ to describe how she approached the other character         

because I wanted the reader to feel ________________________________________________ 

9. I chose the verb ____________ to describe how the other character could not move because I 

thought it seemed ______________________________________________________________ 

10. I used the verb _____________ to describe the movement of the other characters legs  because  

I wanted to make it seem like they were ____________________________________________ 

 Adjectives  

 Adverbs  

 Precise Verbs  

 Imagery  

 Tiny details  

1. Look back at your completed Bellatrix Lestrange character.  The    

description meets lots of the criteria by using adverbs, precise 

verbs and adjectives. Can you find any examples of imagery in 

the description (look for a simile perhaps).  

 

 

 

 

 

2.     The description focuses in some detail on her skin, hair and eyes. 

What else could you describe in tiny detail? Look back at the picture 

for inspiration.  
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Lesson Enquiry 

How can we plan and write an effective character description? 

Knowledge Review 

1. What are the success criteria for describing  a character effectively? 

      

      

     

      

     

 

2. Think of a precise verb for each of these to show that a character is angry. 

Looked:  

 

Asked:  

 

Said:  

 

Walked:  

 

3.  Think of a precise verb for each of these to show that a character is scared. 

 

Walked:  

 

Said:  

 

4.   What specific device is evident in the following quote “her eyes as deep and dark as the abyss”? 
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We’re going to start thinking about developing our own fantasy villain. Use the prompts below to 

help you plan.  You could use the images above to help you.  Look back at the other descriptions to 

help you as well.  

1. What will your villain’s eyes look like? 

2. What will your villain’s skin look like? 

3. What will your villain’s hair look like? 

4. What will your villain’s teeth look like? 

5. How tall will your villain be? 

6. Will your villain resemble an animal/object/any other creature in any way? If so, how? 
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7. Will your villain have any special powers?  

8. Will there be anything contradictory/confusing about your character (e.g a beautiful smile but evil 

eyes)? 

9. How will your villain move (quickly, slowly, can they hover above ground? Do they crawl?) 

10. How will your villain speak? What will you compare their voice to? 

11. What colour imagery will you use to describe your villain? 

12. How will your narrator feel when they come face to face with your villain?  

13. How will you SHOW that they feel that way.  

Adjectives  Precise Verbs  Adverbs  Imagery  

    

Use the table below to compile lists of key words  you might use.  
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 Adjectives  

 Adverbs  

 Precise Verbs  

 Imagery  

 Tiny details  

Structure of your description: 3 paragraphs  

 Your villain appears out of the darkness.  

 Describe your villain in as much detail as possible—use your planning  

 Describe how your narrator feels when they see the villain.  

Complete assessment on lined paper. Note to teacher : please stick in  

assessment here.  
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Complete assessment on lined paper. Note to teacher : please stick in  

assessment here.  
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Individual  PLC (Note to teacher: Please stick PLC  here) 
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WCF  (Note to teacher: Please WCF here) 
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Knowledge Organiser Quiz  

 

1. Write the definition of: [4 marks] 
 
A noun __________________ 
An adjective ______________ 
A verb ___________________ 
An adverb _________________ 
 
2. Read this description of the Other mother from Chapter Six. [3 marks] 
 
“She carefully picked out a particularly large and black beetle, pulled off its 

legs… and popped the beetle into her mouth. She crunched it happily.” 
 
Write down all of the verbs in this extract:  
____________________________________________________________ 
Write down all of the adjectives in this extract:  
____________________________________________________________ 
Write down all of the adverbs in this extract:  
____________________________________________________________ 
 
3. Write down the definitions of the following words: [4 marks] 
 
Supernatural:  
Creature:  
Conflict:  
Villain:  

 

4. Write down the definitions of the following human concepts: [2 marks] 
 
Morality:  
Evil:  

 

5. Write down two alternative words for ‘shows’: [2 marks] 

 

 

To be completed in books or on sheet at some point in Autumn 1  


